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reactionary forces in their societies, and tHELWLJQ?Ef}ﬁﬂ
However, student revoltnig;j

; ”has cheered them for their efforts.

obviously not confined to the police-states of Eastern BEurope

jf and the reactionary regimes of Latin America. I has become a

. permanent feature of the new politics of the West, muoh,§9w§g§ﬁd; e
.~ annoyance of many of the same people, who give so much vocal '
support «to 'olr comrades in Easternshuropes

What are your impressions of revolutionary students 1n

this country? Long-haired "yobos" who are wasting their grants

and your money? Unkempt rowdies and political hooligans

inspired by nothing more than a love of mob violence? This 1s

British press, but not only the press ob

the language of the

+this country? Funnily enough exactly the same adjectives are

1sed to describe our comrades - student militants NOG JuSUITn

BUT in the "communist" capitals as

Rome, Berlin and Paris

well, Prague, Warsaw and Budapest. Here too, The students are

described as "irresponsible troublemakers", "beatnik minorities"

except during a brief period oI freedom in Czechoslovakia.
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Prague to ChlCagOssssss

Whilst the Labour Goverﬁh- f
condones aggression in'VietnamLand'Biafra.

in Ozechoslovakia yet
onstrations agains®

the students of the world 1dve led the den

111 aggression whoever commilts 10

Our allies &rC not &

socialis® movenenyt .
apainst this ugly world

are struggling

wut the peoples who
and dominated for SO LONE o« ois end

that capitalism has shaped

rhaps not much longer.
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but pe
ON uTUDmWT POUDR TN BRITALN
written about student3

RBeneath all the sensational tripe

lies an attempt to do two things. The first ig to inflame =Sug
jf

such that they becoune ars&&ﬁf”

".i, :

public opinion azainst students ,

goat for the frustratlons and 1lls of a socilety in crisis (Iﬂ

- d
&
J‘:'

there is no doubt that Brivaln 1s in & qtate of crisis!) They
,#
ilurwi
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o |
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becone the mirror of the failure of our society, the ia
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exploits us naterially, but psych

the prejudices which igolate students fron workers, and

workers from students, (as well as white workers fron coloured.

Wworkers.)

In the second place ”student-baitins" very oftem.s~¥?é;
f e

real political role of students a8 the'main

ation of the Labour Governmﬂnt to

disguise the

opposition TO the capitul

capitalism. And this is an opposition which will not® just last

three years - the student struggle from now on will be a perm-

atupe of the political scene as SHy realrforce bif ¢ 4

nteg from the traditional political

anent fe
soclalisn rapldly evapolx
~ the Labour Party, tae Trade Unlons

+hat revolution is just round the corner,

grenao md Parlianent.
This does not uea

does mean that we welieve that the "@FOE spel of socialism’

preached DY the Labour noverndent does more for the hearts,

1t

minds and bank-balances of industrialists than for the sadly=-

digillusioned ranks of L abour supporters and the much larger

group of ex~Labour Party 8 supporters.
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otudents are

right qualifications often don'+ get in, as th:\.s October l

Such youngsters wil

then. (ﬁ)
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€. 1 S our str Le or a bett o way cf . ii’* « Every
N AN

university ,is run like a factory in fact the managemen‘a' gotosd

irresponsible - elected by no-one, and accountable not to the

workers (students) but to a bureaucra.oy ab f'r{,; - 0Of coun

the differ enc es are we have :no shareﬁold’e , '

noulded alonf lines of capitalist thinking,*sudb. that “hm
craduate student will readily accept a job in laterlife, which
involves Jjoining exploiters of the world - joining the ranks
of managenent. Student power 1s the rejection of higher education
as a training for future capitalists.
Wwhat will socialist students do when they leave college?
The answer is that we have to use our learning etc. for the benefit
~f the Labour Moveuent = 10 is better to be on the dole than to
accept a capitalist Job 1ike advertising for example.
Nenocratic control neans alections of all those concerned in
the day-to-day running of the institution. Yrofessors nust be

~lected - democrgcy means the abolition of the class strugpgle
c —2{ ¥ o o o e N -
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h.Dowal of tblS

: 1.1 pnerely.set one =9 P 5 0 1 32

ool e a*a¢nst the other,'mw ecplolt

have been.brou“ht up'W1th,

the prejudlces WE
. becquSt nllf%. '

HUngarian.?bvolutlon only cane abo

veupo rted the Students in l o; the
} 7. &0 _-_;j_l. ,'

in France in-1968.

Other student deﬂ“ﬁds 1ike workers' deriands are nf a.l

"pevolutionary" nature but a@aln_oqrm“lelworker”' dxnands

Fe
o
" e

A o

the way.
(3) Demands for higher srants for students parallel dﬁmgmﬁf

2

T

in the work place, for wage increases. Socialist students

s
o
5

ape concerned to nake this a common struggle against the

Moo 7 :
follcy(’ 28 we have no wish to achieve our increases at:bw



'Df aggresswbﬁ .
Vietnam or chemlcal and blologlcal warfare in 'e 1€ "el.

(6) Students denand control over tTheir studies 2+€e what wé "1e‘éi'n
and how we learn it. Lf we do economics then n1y Le we want to

learn about other aspects than merely how to run cepitalism -

thelr own courses (i.e. their own working conditions) *fheﬁ;"%cill
never find out. And maybe present teaching methods ars: uséle3~s o
then The student must improve them, which may involve al ollshlng

examlnatlons. (8) These matters are exactly parallel to job
orzganization in the factory, and the question of how mich con-
trol workers have over organizing production.

Then of course we have various ninor grievances which are
particular to a college or student life.
(7)  But Epe overriding demand concerns this - what 1s education

ot (8) Why are we students?  And these questions in the factory
can be rephrased as: why should we work more efficiently? Why

should we increase productivity?  What 1s the general and social

purpose of the factory?




!

t'ﬂ .,..u-

M any uni'sr Ei “ --.:’ u” "_’__'{

thus the intereststbf

are closely-interbock@d.-._:_“

iy BT :F ,,?i": N
w“?’

r;m.ﬂ«r-n { 3

B " R
----

that servaeg THEM andtr 88 o diVvicer s

LDUOATION - And the story of how we don't et it iimchen ca:l.

Let'sjall think back to our schooldays. You probably

i

hated, Llwm 11, you, re an. average worl’:or. - ochool is rather 11ES
B BRI Befe pothe g epionaain 50

& r“'j;" 1 - LSt A o= . o .
ax obstacle race -, tests, ,Ll_l#:eg::_;amv?_f_ﬁigre tes‘ts:,:i HQ_!; 1@1?':.91;,,.- o

s;rades, and the;

o
A

- 1A , § e . P g s
iLevel, Al datvel and more tests, .and nore.

call 1t education!

'hat is the great "con" ! Of course we learn Some
essentlials like reading

2n0, writing huh there is i thing t

they never teach you = HOW TO THINK.

This means asklnﬂ quew
Ay questions, particul:

Arl' questions that te Aif

i achers fing ombarr
LO dn SWEeD ., 'P‘h 'Lr‘g iS ]

s hdolo R because thinks

SC Thinking can be

18 whory dam—"erouSl Qi
. WHECLE WEe Daturn +ta +%

return to the gub Jeot of Critical go i
. | Socla dwarene““
“Chools do nots fosta

In a \ !
o &l the SEeNse th(}y

grading ' can't beou+:
H-dQLn@, and voa

'Sy &ll the
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5o what all this.neans 18 that from the point of view of
every man, who has spent the best years of his life 1in 1ndustry =

education, class education, was largely responsible foyﬂﬁ?"

1:',. b P
- g e S

priv Lﬂf"“ hin of what was his I'iﬁ"h‘b ol highel’ edwatwﬂ‘f

shunted off to a secondary odern echool ati the: agﬁ~éﬂ‘ijﬁﬁagﬁp?pgja

of success in tThe" VPatsracesy LI 256 1 L5
They say times have changed = that now everyone has &an equal

chance.,  'Thev call it the "ladder. of opportunity’, which means

that anyone who can get onto the bottom rung, has a 9% chance

of falling of'f" o The way up, and instead of education all

that's created is ability to climb ladders.

Seleetion in our society neans eliminating the children of

“he workers fron the hicher echelons of society. drom

ration to ~encration it is the same soclal group who per-
"0r1 the unwanted Jobs in society - dustman, millkman, workmen
cwers, lavatory attendants. This is no accident. when

e peonle were at school they were nade to feel lnferior - angd A

L 7
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believe that you are
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we know just how often the whole show is a fraud. And our
2bility to do this is no less a question of intelligence,

than the educational opnortunity to de

velop some Of our -

naturzl abilities. Now we all have these natural abilities.éi

....

in slightly different proportioms,what 1s significant 1is that
very few are allowed to develop them.," In Britain too prcbabﬁﬁﬁ
over 70% of the population have never had the chance - qnd‘tﬁ

fact is that capitalism can never allow the ma jority. o ﬂet.

. . o ; : s
that chance - that vital opening in the class structure. JusSs

y A
* L
l‘|r !‘i "
£y '

think of the situation of 15 million workers who exactly

understand the nature of Britilish capitalism, and how many h#?

.:r
i .

every week were spent contributing to the profits of sh&reﬁfﬂ

i

and directors in private lndustry. There would be nationdlp f

strikesuntil the workers ran their own factories and induStiEss



But they'argwaselection is necessary, there 1a & 1& 450y
an indefatigable zeal on the,part 0L O society 7 5 o B 5o

dlStlnglllSh between people, a PaSSlon fOI‘ I.‘ a,}ié‘mh;_iil

' el ORI et - omids
U@‘JJVFWﬁ%r““”¢mV%
% B s 4des and status. Thus the‘v1rus of the ﬁﬁ%ég;;ryhﬁgiwu;ﬁw3+a-

the working-class child still loses out in the scramble to | :
the top. ' . P i
flowever the essential point to establish is that

passing exams, and getting gbod zrades ‘DOES NOT PROVE high

intelligence. In other words intelligence does not equal

The ability to clipb soeigl ladderss This 1s Ehe capitalist

- —— R | e - W b e a

equation on educational opportunity, it is a monstrous lie. 3
This.lie has been proved many Times, and a closSe &D 4

report in "The Times" of October 2nd on psychology ill-

ustrated just this point. 1t reported thag ﬁany teachers

have noticed that children of low social gtatus with 1.9.'
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then leave school at flfteen'w1th large areas of thelr lﬁfﬁﬁwﬁmmJ

suppressed forever by the dreary experiences of thelr school_.if

life, which is unfortunately equated with education.

No, this wasn't education - it was HoOTre e "brainwashing

convincing the secondary nodern children that the granner schoc

(A
. :.i q 1 UER

A

children were superior - the psychological process continues

with streaning in corprehensivess

* o
A
=y ..t e
B L
I.I- N L
=3 - o
& T .

In this way then, class background is graded and streaﬂéi
and these arbitrary distinctions are rationalized and jﬁSti?1®5
on the basig of very speciUlUsS and suspect ar@uments about “{;]
igence., We know in fact that all children are intelligent™u

their interest is aroused - that 1ntelligence 18 & rialEeE 0f E;

- S
; i &fw‘r
b i iy

notivation - and that niddle class children are nore motivatQEA»

P

exariinations, and acadenic success than their working olasg'fﬁ

counterparts.
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failures only the consolations of the Welfare utate .¢37°3
The hidden dasumptlon of all tests and examlnatlons 18 that

whatever the svandard, a certalin percentage ﬁUSu fall'because

----- _-I- -_

only a few can have the "TOP JOBS", only afewcanf3 E:jS?f¢7;;ﬁ”;

only a few can be successes. Thus what schooling does at an
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early age is to instil a pseudo-reverence for those gk alltj-:_lf?'i'&r_

over us, to instil the belief that human nature demands that every

society will be based on the rich and ThHE POOT = SO

poor nay souetimes get richer; they can NEVEr SC UHEEEEGEITER SN

responsibility and power over their own factories, Or other places

e

of work.

Thus this early propaganda will be Iecinforc S S ne Tt he
by managerial jargon, the brandishing of paper qualifications,
and the intimidating arrogance of the public-school bties ErFEer
thig little lot it is not surprising that with Bhe Ss89 Share
Cecll King . workers don't shout everyday for control of BEess
factories. And it is this -"little lot" thall studen e

deternined o underuine by challenging at the roots GRS compulsori

- e
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how production 1s orzanized

which makes the political parties look like midgets in cm

pAarison. The big corporations 1ike” Uniiliciasas I.C,I.,
Shell are the political giants - and 1t* 9.e nsase these £1:
that the real politics of the nation are decided, rather
a8 Tthe constitutional myth would have 1T = theiLabour'Party,';;
the Parliamentary Party, or the Governrent. 2
3tudents are revolutionaries because we resist the de-

facto governnent DYy these big monopolies = we resist on.camPUF~ss
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and in the streets, and anywhere that effective Provest ol igﬂ:
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still be developed.
We want to work with our comrades in other indusSyEaes

because we arc all part or a wider movement o0 creaue s total ,a-:.
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tprofessional” full-time students will cease to exist, hecause
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all the population will be studying part of bthe t s and,all ,ffﬁ

il | it
s o



From now on Students Wi
J _‘...'.
paid jobs to continuﬁ

l'

their student 3 ayé., sucﬁi _*,, 1

allies of workers in indusgg
57,
to rant and rave agalnst‘usﬁ

but we loate even more the

heir Incomes Folicy, Vietnam and Blafra.

attacks either nyself of nmy comrades - we will not stand-sﬁ*ﬂth:‘

We "afe not pagufiEue B

Tn these paxges I have tried to describe what this intef;;w*; ”
rovenent of student revolt is all abouv. i e certalnly ver:
much about the so-called "nobodies' of the world who are conr?'

temptuously used by armies and politiclians alike. To hell

with the politicians say the students, we are all political

actors now - wherever we work, we cng;ﬂggk_igg_éggaéliggt_'

throuzh education, by deaonstrations, and by nethods of dlreéiﬁr
action and resistance - "sit-ins", strikes, occupations and
finally WOREERS' CONTROL.,

In Spain, in France, 1in countries of Latin Ameérica the
student - worker alliance for socialism is a reality and has
been for many yeare. The sane sort of alliance is essential

in this country Too ~ &nd the shon stewards movenent provides



the sort
nilitant

Alliance

Ratdaidelle
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United wel
peaceablyd
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-(1)

(2}

111111

only for a privileged few.

(3) Democratic control of courses (as well .

g "’*‘f g7 FONDIE T (A
- no examinations, JOreipaﬂtlclpation,of' H%H%‘:ﬁijggi
f«"._;j,,_ 20 .-.':?'--',-T: SAs fo !

(4) Opposition to research carried on in U.K
for U.S5. War in Vietnam or for blological and chemi@'f;{ L€ AR
(5) Reform of schools - more denocracy = spontaneous aml

creative education ~ fully comprehensive without streaning - ‘,'-{:._,jf%_-_"."_ it

abolition of headmasters. . T

(6) More finance to be spent on education in general -
opposition to economic polieies of the Labour Governuent .

Y, Q , 5 | | A
(7 SUPPOrt for all other student and worker strugigles =

ST 1 P | 2 ! p i b N _
S1tins" and strikes. solidarity with all workers against

Canltald it (SR
L1sm Md Arainst bureaucratic oppression (Hung gary 1956,

LU0 to all forms of racial disepininations

./I Y, _: Ji :_) OOk _.--,r_ | s e . " 5 8
WUOTE Tor all gypruggles of political liberation -

1‘}')

V10N asaingt colonialismand imperialdsmi
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We stand for socialict
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d0es not comnpare faVauraﬁlffﬁﬂEﬂ?iM-

4) Throughout Weste . o P AR
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of worlers are very unda-represented in un1ver31ties.? fFﬁfif€ﬁt

Alal

T g R et ot b
(Jecenber 1964 pr. 301-16) : <t
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(5) Good analysis of inequality in Britain today is erticle ==

"THE UNEQUAL SOCIETY" by ROBIN BLACKBURNS
"TOHE IDCOMPATIBLES" A Penguin Specisl o8
'rade Union lilitancy.
(6) See Pensuin Special "STUDEITS IN REVOLT"™ Out in Jan.1969.
f) 4ll econonic jarg ron about productivity 1s a capitalist
n iron a socialist struggle.
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the najor importance of changing iU. My Reaa i

For details of student novenents and offers of help, -

agssistance and solidarity write:

‘1{;1“5"3-'!?.,*.
190 101qerc1al Road. , e AR ; | g
Dondon RTINS TEn08 G N

: Rar siite 3 '
10% dorou“h tl?h trewt
LondO‘l, SR ! | - E g
(R.B. A 13 nmore closcly :anolvod in educational 1ssue
and in the National Union of Students.) k.

otudent /workers
unite by: -

(1) joint neetings - to discuss common problens.

(2) Discuss student power at your local branch Lieetlngs Of

trade unions, labour pParty, ete.- Je can send speakers |
_ B

(3) Establish conticts with your logal university by writing

to the socialist socicty or R.a = = | 4 7T
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