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“t 2-50 P.n.. October 25rd:1956, 12,000 Hungarian students

and youths gathered in Petofi Square, Budapest — and then led

by the Students' Revolutionary Council they started the famous

march, which sparked off the Hungarian Revolution — a revolution

not against socialism but against the notorious Hungarian

police—state.(l)

More recently the Czech students and Polish Students have

similarly demonstrated their power — "student power" — to oppose

reactionary forces in their societies, and the Western press

has cheered them for their efforts. However, student revolt is

obviously not confined to the police-states of Eastern Europe

and the reactionary regimes of Latin America. It has become a

permanent feature of the new politics of the West, much to the

annoyance of many of the same people, who give so much vocal

support to our comrades in Eastern Europe.

What are your impressions of revolutionary students in

this country? Long—haired "yobos" who are wasting their grants

and your money? Unkempt rowdies and political hooligans

inspired by nothing more than a love of mob violence? This is

the language of the British press, but not only the press of

this country? Funnily enough exactly the same'adjectives are

used to describe cor comrades — student militants not just in

Rome, Berlin and Paris — BUT in the "communist" capitals as

well, Prague, Warsaw and Budapest. Here too, the students are

described as "irresponsible troublemakers", "beatnik minorities"

except during a brief period of freedom in Czechoslovakia.
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Whilst the Labour Government hypocritically condemhs aggreSSii

in Czechoslovakia
yet condones aggression in Vietnam and Biafra

the students of the world have led the demonstritions
against

all lggression whoever commits it - this is the nature of any

socialist movement. Our allies are not government or nations,

umgling against this ugly world

but the peoples who are str

that capitalism has shaped and domin‘

but perhaps not much longer.

ON STUDENT POWEE IN BRITAIN

Beneath all the sensational tripe written about students,

lies an attempt to do two things. The first is to inflame

public opinion against students, such that they become a scape‘

goat for the frustrations and ills of a society in crisis (and

tllerc 's ° ‘1 no doubt that Britain 18 in a state of crisis!) They

be -, ~ . . .
come the mirr01 of the failure of our society, the failure Of
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the older generation 1

which

oaks into that mirror.

capitalism - and when
becomes directai

emper and rage,

11 student body.

0 the prejudices against

the guilty sight provokes t
Hence the

indiscriminnntly against the genor:

hysteria about students is similar t

coloured immigrants, we both proVide ready ecapegoate to hurl

abuse against - instead of thurling the attacks at those res-

ponsible for our social and economic ills — the bankers,

industrialist and all those who actively support our financial

masters......or in other words against the system that not only

ally as well by fostering

nd
exploits us materially, but psychologic

the prejudices which isolate students from workers, a

workers from students, (as well as white workers from coloured

workers.).

In the second place "student—baiting" very often serves to

disguise the real political role of students as the main

opposition to the capitulntion of the Labour Government to

capitalism. And this is an opposition which will not just’lest

three years — the student struggle from now on will be a perm-

anent feature of the political scene as any real force for

socialism rapidly evaporates from the traditional political

~ the Labour Party, the Trude Unions

mat revolution is just round the corner,
arenas

ind Parliament.

This does not mean t1

it does mean that we believe that the "gospel of socialism"

preached by the Labour Government does more for the hearts,

minds and bank—bulanees of industrialists then for the sadly—

disillusioned ranks ofllabour supporters and the much larger

group of ex—Labour Party supporters.



.g. the Seaman's Strike 1966).
Apparently there are two separate groups of "troublemakers"

those who operate in industry, and those who operate in education

(1) The number one demand that has dominated the thinking of

radical students is - THAT STUDENTS SHALL NOT BE A PRIVILEGED
GROUP-IN SOCIETYZ£3We believe everyone has a right to higher
education — and most people have the intelligence to participate
Students are not differenttfrom any other workers except that
they are the lucky ones that made i . Even those with the
right qualifications often don't get in, as this October 15 000M
such ounastegs will not be able to find laces at Universities

2 n.”. _i_i___.i___~__i_._____.__42i_i__
for one reason, and one

money on killing

them. (§) If you a

the same educational opportunity (4)
fighting to extend.
(S)

‘
1111 other student demands should be understood against thisback» '

'

”round of militant students reaecting this imposed privilegedstatus and see
mmon struggle against the "free"“sn't really free, unless , -‘ <1JOU. are well acquamte
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with the ranks of the top 10% who own over 80% Of thO "9‘19h

in the country.

(2) What students demand is the democratic control 01 011
colleges which is just one aspect of the workers‘ control

CJUPRiSHSStudent/staff control of colleges (or knowledge factories

as they are at present) is very similar to dmmudafor workere'

control in industry. In fact, in the colleges, the students

are the WORKERS against the college governors or management.

A student sit—in is in feet the stgdent form of industrial
“~~\ _~n~.~m_~..—-

  

action i.e. it is our strike for a better way of life. Every

university is run like a factory in fact the management is

irresEonsible ~ elected by no—one, and accountable not to the

workers Setudents) but to a bureaucracy shows them. Of course

the differences are we have no shareholders, and the essential

university product is the mind of the student, which has to be

moulded along lines of capitalist thinking, such that the

graduate student will readily accept a job in later'life, which

involveszjoining exploiters of the world - joining the ranks

of management. Student power is the rejection of higher education

as a training for future capitalists.

What will socialist students do when they leave college?

The answer is thkt we have to use our learning etc. for the benefit

of the Labour Movement — it is better to be on the dole than to

accept n capitalist job like advertising for example.

Democratic control means elections of all those concerned he

the duy-to—day running of the institution. Professors must be

lected deuocrqcy means the abolition of the class struggle
e X — J
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in SOCiety where One group of people rule - and the masses are rulmy

over. Socialist democracy is fundamentally based on the notion

that the only good managers are "worker-nanagers" elected from

the Shop-iloor in industry, and elected from a general assembly

Cf -StUdentS and teachers in universities. This is what the

hiSh-Sounding phrases of democracy andrfreedom Ir: all about -

      

sees of students and workers
all ower to the m    

This second demand is the general ObjGCtiVH of all exploited

groups in society i.e. power for their members. This means

STUDENT POWER, BLACK route, and why not TECEERE' TOWER (against

headmasters), TEHANTS POWER (against.landlords and the G.T

but all these movements and struggles may be united together

under the general revolutionary banner of WORKERS' POWER. Unless:

we have reco5nition of this unity, the Enoch Powell& of this worl

will merely set one stru55le a5a net the other,hy ecploiting

the prejudices we heve been brou5ht up withn

The Hungarian Revolution only came about because millions

of worl:ers spontaneouslyaqpozrted the students in 1956,

in France in 1968.

Other student demands like workers‘ demands are Hf a less

"revolutionary" nature but a5ain parallel workers' denands all

the way .

(5) Demands for higher grants for students parallel demands

in the work place, for wage increases. _ Socialist Students

are concerned to make this a common stru55le against t;

Policy ’ as we have no wish to achieve our increases
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exFense Of any other working group or underprivileged 33°t1°n
or the population.

(4) Our demand for control over student 1iseipline i.e. no
student shall be banned without acceptance 1y students' union.

is the same as workers' demands for eont3ul over hiring and

firing and questions of dismissal.

Students and workers have a common demand. ~Openin5 the
I ‘ - .Books which in our case concerns how much research at BrltiSh

universities actually assists the American War of aggression in

Vietnam or chemical and biological warfare in Jelefal-

(6) Students demand control over their studies 1.6. what we learn

and how we learn it. If we do economics then n13 Le we want to

learn about other aspects than merely how to run capitalism -

maybe Karl Marx even in 1968 is a better economist tlan Barbara

Castle? Anyway if economics students are never allowed to design

their own courses (i.e. their own working conditions) they will

never find out. And maybe present teaching methods are useless —

then the student must improve them, which may involve aLolishing

examinations. (8) These matters are exactly parallel to job

organization in the factory, and the question of how much con—

trol workers have over organizing production.

Then of course we have various minor grievances which are

particular to a college or student life.

(7) But the overiiding demand concerns this f what is education

for? (8) Why are we students? And these queStions in the factory

can be rephrased as: why should we work more efficiently? Why

should we increase productivity? What is the general and social

Purpose of the factory?
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The point of these basic questions is that do the daily E

a ter
‘wtivitics of studentv and workers contribute to the area

‘3‘

j.._.

5386:! bit tah'kirid? °"orI'éotheysuainlyJeomtmibtute‘t'dinékins W"

~ . ‘ - - -,.;.,. ' "den
riEher nations”riéHer, thevpodree nations poorer And 1331

the , n
the former lining/pockets of the faceless men who Sit on boards

of directors* ? (9) ‘h ”

Many universities are subsidised by private industry, and

thus the interesthof big business and university managements

are closely‘intmrlbcked. Sometimes major industrialists have

a big say in runnin5 a university (e.5. Paul Chambers (1.0.1.)

sits on Boards of the London School of Economics.) This fact

in itself necessitates closer co—operation between students and

workers in alliance against both the capitalists, and the press 1

that servesThEM andtdes to divide us.

EDUCATION ~ And the stor of how we don't Tet it under Ca'italism‘         

Let'siall think back to our schooldays. You probably

hhtodwthem;ifwyoqlreVehbaverage worker. 1 School is rather like‘ . L- . nu . \~.... .,.‘ I; _ ",‘ ',-. 3:.3 ( . “5: ,. '

an obstacle race.7Jtestsb.gl+mexemvlhpre testst‘KXf leye155

"8” level, "A" level - and more tests,,and more grades, and they
call it educationl

.11 .l ' . ,-,.v._._ H«hat is the DlOJt con” L Of course we learn some
essentials like reading and writing but there is one thine thatL . 'J '

they never teach you - HOW TO THINK. This means Rskin' questimw
L. S - 1

any questions, particular questions that teashore find embarrasmh
to answer. This is because thinkinw c. 5 ‘
. h

an be dangerous: Thisis w are we r~ ‘ ' '
tturn to the subaect of critical social es

p‘

awarene .schools do not foetor this '
ofzd] My 1. ' ' In a SSHSe they can't bemmme" ' ’ ‘3 1‘;T'(L( "lnw ‘- w‘ \n .~1’ iHG Jag, 411 the CODdltloniH» c hooling{5' 0C
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?_'_u_,.,,,q thu intullectunl mt-mcn or nociL-ty, tho ocrrmb1o to

'74.to the top of the educational ludJLP. Jtudentu in u sense

“1v“ been the lucky ones who have aerunbled to thu top - the

students in the revolt arc the ones who, having mot to't

”tht top" don't like the view. Instead of pleasant social

ginnOTy, we see the ugly landscape or a class society, in which

.orc than seven million live in poverty, in which millions more

suffer stunted lives in factories week in and week out, and

in which at the bottom unemployment grows, and at the top wealth

csmtinues to abound.

So what all this means m ‘thet from the point of view of

(very man, who has spent the best years of his life in industry -

<hucation, class education, was largely responsible for de-

Iudving him of what was his right - higher education. Doubtless

shunted off to a seconzary wodern school at the age of eleven,

the avera5e kid from a working class home doesn't stand a chance

of success in the "rat race."

They say times have changed — that now everyone has an equal

chance. They call it the "ladder of opportunity", which means

that anyone who can get onto the bottom rung, has a 99% chance

Of falling off on the way up, and instead of education all

that's created is ability to climb ladders.

Selection in our society means eliminating the children of

the workers from the higher echelons of society. From

fcneration to generation it is the same social group who per—

ibrq tha unwanted jobs in society — dustmun, nilkman, woranene

u~nplg were at school they were male to fool inferior - and



4'

so intellectuilly they bohlved us they worc-labellcd in class -

in the botto . stream. This is what conditioning: (they call it

”beeuiashiqg" for Russia) is all about - getting people to

accept their stations in life. If you fail enough little'lnt-

elligence" - games/tests invented by affluent but incompetent

psycholo5ists, then sooner or later you will really come to

believe that you are intellectually inferior - that managers

are heallyvmore superior people to you. Every employer can

blind his employees with figures and statistics, so can

Barbara Castle too — not that does not increase your real

standard of living one iota or one ferthing.

INTELLIGEEGE

 

we know just how often the whole show is a fraud. And our

ability to do this is no less a question of intelligence,

than the educational ogportunity to develop_some of our

natural abilities. Now we all have these natural abilities

in slightly different proportiona,what is significant is that

very few are allowed to develop them. In Britain too probably

over 70% of the population have never had the chance — and the

fact is that capitalism can never allow the majority to get

that chance — that vital openin5 in the class structure. Just

think of the situation of 15 million.workers who exactly

understand the nature of British capitalism, and how many hours

every week were spent contributing to the profits of shareholdel"S

and directors in private industry. There would be national

strikesuntil the workers ran their own factories and industries‘
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Realisation of this, forces the educational system to be
reduced to passing and failing examinations, in this way
capitalist modes of thought and behaviour are preserved.(lo)
This is how the wretched system really work
minds of w

3 through the

orkers as well as through the actions of capitalists-
Capitalism needs people to fail so that others will go on to

ystem. The authoritarian

(or capitalist) premise creates a drug — power — and addicts
get to the top. There must be TOP people, so the

educational system must produce them.(1l)

But the" armreselection is necessar there isJ
7

an indefatigable zeal on the part of our society to

distinguish between people, a passion for ranking in terms

of grades and status. Thus the virus of the streaming

philosophy has even infected comprehensive schools so that

the working—class child still loses out in the scramble to

the top.

However the essential point to establish is that

passing exams, and getting good grades-DOES NOT PROVE high

intelligence. In other words intelli ence gees not erual 

 

the ability to clingsocial ladders. This is the capitalist

equation on educational opportunity, it is a monstrous lie.

This lie has been proved many times, and a close up

report in "The Times" of October 2nd on psychology ill—

ustrated Just this point. It reported that many teachers

have noticed that children of low social status with I.Q.'s
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in the range of 60 — 80 appear much brighter on the playground

and out of school than their middle or upper middle class counter-

parts in the same I.Q. range". The fact is then that the real

problem is that I.Q. is a measure not of intelligence butof

environment (parents, neighbourhood and class), and that there

remain vast reservoirs Of untapped intelligence in the minds of

British workers because they hate the schooling system (quite

rightly)LBut in rejecting the system, they also rejected the

main opportunity of climbing out of the system, to explore the

real frontiers of education. For most of those who say'EOObee

to the intellectualjraterace at the tender age of eleven, will

then leave school at fifteeh with large areas of their intellect

suppressed forever by the dreary experiences of their school-

life, which is unfortunately equated with education.

No, this wasn't education — it was more like "hrainwashing",i

convincing the secondary modern children that the gramner school

children were superior — the psychological process continues

with streaming in oomprehensives.

In this way then, class background is graded and streameduw’

and these arbitrary' distinctions are rationalized and justified

on the basis of very specious and suspect arguments about intell-

igence. We know in fact that all children are intelligent when

their interest is aroused — that'intelligence is a matter of

notivhtténr— and that middle class children are more motivataiby

examinations, and academic success than their wOrking class

counterparts.
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LDUCATIOHAL VALUES.

The major conclusion on he matter of intelligence is that

capitalist society produces an education system based on a process

of rewards and punishments (success and failure), which have

nothing to do with intelligence, and that sohool—kids are trained

to respond to certain stimuli, like rats are trained by

psychologists(12).

The educational values which are propagated, are not only

anti—socialist but anti social and anti-educational as well.

Competition is everything, only success matters, and for the

failures only the consolations of the Welfare State are left.

The hidden assumption of all tests and examinations is that

whatever the standard, a certain peroentag must fail because

only a few can have the "TOP JOBS", only a few can give the orders,

only a few can be successes. Thus what schooling‘does at an

early age is to instil a pseudo—reverenoe for those in authority

over us, to instil the belief that human nature demands that every

society will be based on the rich and the poor — and though the

poor may sometimes get richer; they can never actually take control,

responsibility and power over their own factories, or other places

of work.

Thus this early propaganda will be reinforced in later life

by managerial jargon, the brandishing of paper qualifications,

and the ietihidatinm arrogance of the publie-sohool tie. AfterU

this little lot it is not surprising that with the assistance of

Cecil hing,workers don't shout everyday for control of their

factories. And it is this "little lot" that student power is

dutwcmined to undermine by challenging at the roots this compulsory

hiseiueation of the child born under capitalism.
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We want to abolish examinations, streaming, public schools,

and authoritarian education from the top downwards and from

the bottom upwards — to do this we need the committed assistance

of teachers and the Labour Movement.

AN ALLIANCE OF STUDENTS AND WORKERS.

 

Student power then is the philosophy of a new movement - a

movement of young people in revolt against the world of modern

capitalism, which uses higher education as its servicing station -

both for new capitalists, and for the many ranks of specialists

upon which our rulers are becoming increasingly dependant.

matters of power and control over the lives of millions; tech—

nology is only a means to amend. How a factory is organized,

how production is organized - are supremely political matters

which makes the political parties look like midgets in com—

parison. The big corporations like Unilever, 1.0.1., and

Shell are the Eolitieal giants — and it is inside these firms

that the real politics of the nation are decided, rather than

as the constitutional myth would have it — the Labour Party,

the Parliamentary ?arty, or the Government.

Students are revolutionaries because we resist the de—

facto government by these big:monopolies — we resist on campuses,

and in the streets, and anywhere that effective protest can

still be developed.

We went to work with our comrades in other industries

because we are all part of a wider movement to create a totally

different sort of society — a sort of society in which we, as

"professional" full—tine students will cease to exist, because

all the population will be studying part of the time, and all
A
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From now on students will be sacrificing the bait of well

paid jobs to continue in earnest, the revolt that has begun in

their student days, such that students too will remain

allies of workers in industry. Meanwhile the press will continue ;
l

to rant ani rave against us, they will write condemnations

against the use of violence, whilst hypocritically ignoring the

Violence perpetrated by the so-called democratic<3overnnent of the

United States, in Vietnam, and in Latin—America, and so many other

countries too.

Although we are NOT Committed to any leve of violence, far

from it — the Very reverse is true. I personally loathe violence,

but we loate'even here the hypocrisy'of the Labour Government over

their Incomes Policy, Vietnam and Biafra. And if a policeman

attacks either myself of my comrades — we will not stand still.

* (15)
We are not pacifists

In these pages I have tried to describe what this international

movement of student revolt is all about. It is certainly very

much about the so-called ”nobodies” of the world who are con—

temptuously used by armies and politicians alike. To hell

with the politicians say the students, we are Ell political

actors now — wherever we work2 we can work for socialism _
W

 

through education, by demonstrations, and by methods of direct

action and resistance — "sit—ins", strikes, occupations and

finally WORKERS' COTTROL.

In Spain, in France, in countries of Latin America the

student - worker alliance for socialism is a reality and has

been for many years. The same sort of alliance is essential

in this country too - and the shop Stewards movement provides
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'he sor‘ Ogilinks wuich have to make contact with the two

militant sthdent organizations — R.S.A. (“Idionl Student

Alliance forned January 1967) and the more rtcuntly formed

R.S.S.F. (Revolutionary Socialist Studenta' Nodorution).
  

Unitci we stand, divided we fall. Viva la revolution —
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; Sunnarz of the Aims of the student mgvement.

(1) Democracy in higher education — student/teachcr control

of colleges.

(2) Free Universities and colleges — open to all workers —

more places and more students — opposition to universities

only for a privileged few.

(5) Democratic control of courses (as well as government<l))

— no examinations, more participation of students in lectures etc.

(4) Opposition to research carried on in U.K. universities

for U.S. War in Vietnam or for biological and chemical warfare.

(S) Reform of schools — more democracy - spontaneous and

creative education - fully comprehensive without streaming —

abolition of headmasters.

(6) More finance to be spent on education in general — oppOSition to economic policies of the Labour Government.

(7) Support for all other student and worker struggles -
H u o

Sltl n” l“. . H . . . . .no thistlikes. .eolidarity With all workers against
cauital' , _ . , . . .- 15“ 0nd against bureaucratic opprCSSIOn (Hungary 1956»

(a)
\ ‘-) )lr (). I N u I V ' 'I )gition to alL forms of ranial discrimination.
/a\ ,
1/ idiotjolrh T" ,‘ r , _ n .. c, ~01 411 struggles of political liberation -

'(J/in' I
PFVolut

IIIIIIII-nn.._,

:30“ ”Kainst colonialismand imperialisx.
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Hence: (a) support for Vietnamese and their political

resistance through the N.L.F. (Vietcong) against American.

aggression.

(b).Support for Freedom Fighters of Rhodesia and

Sohth Africa.

(lg) Rejection of parliamentary politics for the politics

of direct action non-violent where possible — full support

for demands of Workers' Control ever all industries.

We stand for socialist denooracy*§§not the half-

baked "democracy" of Charlatans under capitalism.



SCOTTO‘ES
 

(‘1.\ In :ptte of ‘Iestern prepigindi the truth is that the Hun-

cxriana were courcinuely fightin" for soci.lisn,hcnce the

popularity 0’ Jheone coanunist they trusted, lure Jagy.

North rr'li1; is

13 Uuys that Shook the Kremlin - by fiber Heray.

.HIIGZZ '56 by Anl Anderson. A Solidarity Publication
(4/3d P05t free 55A Westmoreland Rd.Brouley,Kent.

(2) See lenzuin on - France My 1968.

(3) Only 5% of the age group in Britain are students - this

does not compare fivourably with other countries.

(4) Throughout Western Europe it is a fact that the children

of workers are Very undaerepresented in universities. In

Britain class difference in educational opportunity "RESULT

IN TJE ELIMINATION OF SOME 96 OUT OF EVERY loo MANULL WORKING

CLASS EROS FULL—TIME E CATION BEFORETIRE AGE OF 17".

Alan Little & John Westergaard, British Journal of Sociology.

(Jeeenber 1964 pm? 501-16)

(5) Good analysis of inequality in Britain today is article :

£712 UWEWUM 3OCHTY” by ROBIN BLACKBURN.

"”YL IIOV“"“IRLnS" _Penui1 Special on

rule Union Nilitanoy.

(6) Sue Penguin Special "STUDEiT S I}? RSIOLT" Out in Jan.1069.

(7) .11 (conoiic jargon about productivity is a capitalist

’H ?row 2 neeialist struggle.

f Cit ”Lducwt?~n or Znilinitlon' by Tom Fawthrop, on the

re. for bfLUKFLUL ”jnuoug exaws.

t

~.J... Publications,
105 horouqh iiqh htrvel,
Lazion Bridge, London.



(9) "The Jontrollers" Michael Barritt'Brown. Universitieg

and the Left Review — ind Institute for WorkerS' Control-

(10) The SChOOl $38tel 18 in f:Iot very successful in

eloSIng minds to political realities F that is why, the

students in revolt, who can say what a fraud all their

statistics very often are — tend to be a minority. Most

students have been successfully conditioned to accept capitalism.

(ll) The militant students are the ones who not only, don't

want to be "TO? ?EOPLE”, but we don't want the system of

"T0? PEOPLE" i.e. an end to all bosses, denooritio authority

instead —lwosxtas' COUNtILs. I

(12) IThat is why we call it the "rat raoef".

(13) NThe'bigzdebate about Violence only serves to divert

attention from the sickness of the society we live in and

the major importance of changing it.

For details of student movements and offers of help,

assistanoe and solidarity write:

RES.;S.F.,.
Q20 ,onuercialRoad,

London,L l.

ROS'LLI’ '

105 Borou3h Ii3h Street,
London_, BnE.l.

(R.S.¢. is more closely involved i-n educational issues
and in the Nitional Union of Students )

. Student/workers
un1te by:—

(1) joint meetings — to discuss common problems.

(2) Discuss student laower It your looll branch meetings of
tr.1de unions, labour pirty, etc. is can Send Speakers .

x O

(5) Eatablish oontxots with your local university by writing

to the sooIalist society or R.3.S.F. “Pan“?  


